




 
OUR FAMILY’S STORY: 

CHIEF TUMUTH OF THE CASCADE TRIBE 
      Compiled by Simone Auger from a combination of oral history, family records and research. 

 

In  the 1830’s, a son was born to Chief Stilgut, of the “Ocean” tribe near Ilwaco, Washington. 
His name was Tumuth.  Not much is known about Tumuth’s youth. In his early adulthood, he 
ended up in the Skamania-North Bonneville area where he became chief of the Wat-la-la Tribe 
of Cascade Chinooks. He had four wives and long red hair, down to his waist. Red hair was not 
uncommon along the river people. Tales of shipwrecks along the coast in the 1700’s are thought 
to be an explanation for the unusual hair color. One story tells of two Spanish sailors who 
survived a shipwreck and came ashore. One sailor left the area, while the other stayed and took 
on wives from the Coastal Tribe.  
 
Tumuth, (his name is spelled at least 9 different ways) was 6’4” tall, and said to be a “huge man, 
huge man, no fat” according to the husband of Maggie McLoughin, the last known full blooded 
Cascade Indian. Chief Tumuth was friendly to the white settlers and had several children, of 
which four daughters survived. Many generations of families can be traced back to Tumuth, and 
those families have branched off into the Yakama Tribe, Warm Springs Tribe, Grand  
Ronde Tribe and the Cowlitz Tribe. 
 
In 1855, Joel Palmer, Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Oregon Territory, was instructed 
to gather several chiefs for a treaty signing. These chiefs represented tribes from the Columbia 
River to the area of the Kalapooia, which was south of present day Salem, Oregon, and from the 
Cascade Mountains to the Coast Range. This treaty would give the entire Willamette Valley to 
the U.S. Government, except for some reservation land out toward the coast. This land would 
become the Grand Ronde and Siletz Reservations. All of the Indians were supposed to relocate to 
the reservations, even though the land was poor and the fishing would not be enough to survive 
on. The Indians were supposed to learn to farm and were to be helped by the government to 
adapt to the white man’s ways.  
 
Chief Tumuth traveled down to the Willamette Valley where he signed the treaty along with the 
other chiefs who had gathered there. The U.S. government was to pay the tribal people $10,000 
for the first year and $5,000 for the next several years, to be divided among all the native people, 
but the payments were never completely paid. 
 
After signing the treaty, Tumuth returned to his home up river. In the spring of 1856, some other 
tribes in the region were angry at the white settlers who were taking over their lands, so they 
attempted to drive them out by force. They attacked the settlers along the river in the North 
Bonneville area, where Tumuth lived. Tumuth sent his wives out to warn the white settlers in the 
area to take cover, which they did, many of them crowding into Fort Rains for protection. The  
siege continued and during the raids the attackers tried to set fire to the fort. Several settlers 
died trying to get to the safety of the fort.  Some of the settlers escaped to the river and got a 
message to Fort Vancouver where Lt. Phil Sheridan was in command. He loaded his soldiers on a 
river boat and headed up river as fast as possible to ward off the attackers. The attackers fled, 
but the Cascade tribe saw no reason to escape.  They had remained peaceful, tried to help the 
endangered settlers and had not been involved in the attacks.  When Sheridan was able to 
investigate, he decided that any Indian who had gun powder in his rifle barrel was guilty and



should be hanged. Over the next few days, nine Indians were put to death, including Chief 
Tumuth. 
 
Tumuth’s daughter, Virginia, was about nine years old at the time of the hanging, and later told 
the story as she had experienced it. She was taken to Fort Vancouver where some soldiers felt 
bad about the injustice to her father and gave her a bag of gold for compensation. For years she 
refused to spend the gold, considering it blood money.  Finally, she did use it on a memorial for 
her husband, who is buried with other family members in the Cascade Cemetery near  
North Bonneville, WA. There are several photos of Virginia in the Edward Curtis collection, 
titled “At the Mouth of the Wind River.” Two prints of the Curtis photos are included in the La 
Center Historical Museum exhibit.  
 
Mary, one of Tumuth’s daughters and our great, great grandmother, had two daughters, 
Amanda and Abbie. Mary was the first female mail carrier in Skamania and was known as 
Indian Mary. She delivered the mail year round on horseback. There is a road named after her 
called Indian Mary Road in Stevenson. There are photos of Indian Mary and Virginia in various 
museums in Oregon and Washington. A small portrait of Indian Mary is included in the La 
Center Historical Museum exhibit. Unfortunately, there are no known photographs of Chief 
Tumuth.   
 
This is our family story, a combination of oral history, family records, and research; much of 
which can be found in our cousin’s book, Bridge of the Gods, Mountains of Fire by Chuck 
Williams.  Each summer, descendants of Chief Tumuth continue to gather at Beacon Rock along 
the Columbia River to honor their heritage, share a salmon feast, and reconnect with family.  
 
List of other spellings of Chief Tumuth’s name:Tumalth, Tomulth, Tomalsch, Tomalth, Tumalt, Tomalch. Tumulth. 

Tum-walth (Spelling used in the Treaty with the Kalapuya, 1855). 

 

 
Photos: Top Row: Indian Mary, 1870’s Beaded Bag created by Mary, Edward Curtis Print titled 
Whylick Quiuck (Aunt Virginia) 
Second Row: Points Collection, Bear Claw Necklace, Two Deer Skin Hand Drums, pre 1920’s 
basket. 
 

 


